Anthropology 1130 — Winter 2008
Discussion Group Questions — Serpent and the Rainbow

Names of Participants in Your Group:

1. Identify the links between the Vodou religion and culture in Haiti. What areas of
culture (or history) are particularly helpful for understanding the ideas that are
central to Vodou?

2. Does knowing about the controversy over the active ingredients in zombi poison
make you less interested or more interested in this story? What is your response
to those who say zombis can’t exist biologically?



3. If you were an anthropologist, would you participate in a ritual involving toxins or
drugs? Why or why not? Are there ethical considerations?

4. Isn’t it better to write books about science or anthropology in an accessible way
than to fill them full of jargon? What are the advantages of both sides?

5. What does anthropology offer to the study of religion?



