Anthropology 1130 — Winter 2009
Week 3 Discussion Group Questions — Ritual and Dead Birds

1. What rituals are depicted in Dead Birds? Create a list and identify key events and
symbols (something that stands for something else) in each one.

2. Provide a functional explanation for the most significant rituals in Dead Birds.
(How are these rituals evidence of beliefs in action?)



3. Characterize Dani religion more broadly. What are its central features?
(Consider things like practitioners/specialists, mythology, magic as you try and
summarize a Dani worldview.)

4. Is this really warfare? I mean, not that many people are dying. Is there a better
way to characterize what the Dani are up to?



