Anthropology 2240 — Fall 2006
Week 9 Discussion Group Questions

Names of Participants in Your Group:

1.

If Abu-Lughod simply presents the stories of individuals from another culture (as
she suggests anthropologists should do on pages 13-14), does she relinquish the
responsibility of interpretation? In other words, does Abu-Lughod leave it to the
lay reader to understand the context of her book? (Secondary, but related
question: Is Abu-Lughod successful at removing herself and her interpretations
anyway?)

Laura Klein suggests that the seeds of social and gender inequality are found in
horticultural and pastoral societies. The evidence supporting this assertion comes
from observations that the ability to produce surplus goods leads to power and
leadership for some and dependency for others. Evaluate Klein’s position with
reference to hunter-gatherers, horticulturalists, and pastoralists like the Masai or
the Bedouin.



3. How is Migdim a matriarch? Does she actually have power? In what arenas of
life?

4. Evaluate Klein’s statement: ‘there is no guarantee that a focus on plants meant a
cultural valuing of women. Likewise, the focus on animals did not necessitate the
devaluing of women and the hypervaluation of men’ (87).



