
Anthropology 1100 

Worksheet for Barker’s “Ancestral Lines” 

 

 Maisin of Uiaku 

 

Location 

 

 

Central characters in 

Ancestral Lines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central storyline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus of Barker’s 

Academic Research 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Identify two or three 

themes that are 

central to the book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Anthropology 1100 

Discussion Group Questions for Barker’s “Ancestral Lines” 

 

• What is tapa?  How is used by the Maisin?  Why is it important to Barker?  (If 

you were studying the culture of Great Vancouver, what metaphor would you use 

to summarize everything that goes on in our world?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• Barker says that we have much to learn from the Maisin (page 8).  What do we 

have to learn from the Maisin? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Do you appreciate Barker’s writing and presentation of the Maisin?  Why or why 

not?  To put it another way: if this is the only book about Papua New Guinea that 

your parents read, what are they going to know about indigenous people at the 

end of the day? (Consider, perhaps, what’s missing in the presentation, style of 

writing, are there things that are included that shouldn’t be, potential for 

ethnocentric observation.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


