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Legends of Beringia

In the mythology of Yukon First Nations are echoes of the
distant Ice Age. As temperatures warmed at the end of the
Ice Age, massive amounts of meltwater were released from
the rapidly retreating glaciers on the borders of Beringia.

According to myth, it was from this flooded land that the
creator, Crow, made the world we see today. And at the
beginning of the world, the Gwitchin culture-hero,

tahuukaii, the Traveller, and the Tutchone hero Soh Jhee or

ps these stories recall distant memories of the Ice
una and giant predators of the Beringian




inside

= S

Stte somparnen beteeen he Giant Basver. an Austin Mird, and tocley's Black Bear

Ffuun'shm_q Iinlakes and ponds bordered by swamps, the
Giant Beaver may fave lived in Beringta during interglacial
periods when the warmest conditions gcc urred, The Gilant
Beaver had sharp cutting teeth up te 15.24 cm (&") long
and as a herbivore praobably ate the surrounding vegetation
of roots and cattails. n comparison to the beaver we know
today (Castor canadensis), Giant Beavers were outfitted with
much larger banes and narrower tafie but were considered
equally good swimmers,
Jence of "Castor™ has been uncovered in fossil finds
from the Yukon to as far south as Florida. Fossils in
rer jaws, testh, vertebrae and leg bones, dating

the beringia

centre

tales of the Giant Beaver

Step into a time

WhER giants roamed the North

The Giant Beaver measuring up £o 2.5 m (8 it} in lenath
and weighing 218 kg (480 lbs}, about the size of a black
bear today, is the largest rodent known from

the Pleistocene Epoch. Skeletal Temains were

first discovered in 1837 in Ohio by geolosist

J.W. Foster who later named the beaver

Castoroides ohioensis,

from 130,000 to 60,000 years ago, have been found in the
Yukon's Old Crow basin region. The Giant Beaver, like the
Waoolly Mammath, became extinct 10,000 YEars aga; probably
due to its inability to adapt in the changing climate.

Beaver Tales
North American First Nation legends and folk-tales indicate
respect and reverence for the water-wise beaver. The
Industrious ereature helped to build the werld by diving into
the sea and returning with mud for the Creator to make Che
land masses. Other storfes credit the beaver with Butlding
huge dams in the rivers resulting in an e chain of lakes
for all water creatires to inhabit,
5 were hunted
il these
satisty a

There is no proof to suggest that Giant Be
by early humans, In fact, same legends t 1 5t0
lce-Aged glants hunting humans in their need to

carmivorous appetite

Gnie humonous Vantat
Gwitchin legend describes
an exchange of talls as
parting gifts between a beaver and a mustkial. & conmiving
muskral wantied the lakes to himself and suggested tha

twa friends go their separate wi The susphchon .

convinoed the muskrat that his LAk waonatd

miuskral walk through grassy

the muskrat would help bim [the beaver] to build dans
iy traded tals. The beaves
Aown the river wihitle the

and lodges. 50 with that t
climbed onto a log and drifued
muskrat joyfully headed directly north to the lakes which

are now known as the Crow Flats,
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Charlie Lake Cave, BC

http://www.sfu.ca/archaeology/museum/bc/clc_src/CLO00100.HTM



Fluted Point Cultural Tradition
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Debert Site, Nova Scotia




EHETRINLITION OF FLANO FEOPLES
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http://www.bcarchives.gov.bc.ca/cgi-bin/www2i/.visual/img_med/dir_82/g_00754.gif�



http://www.civilization.ca/hist/lifelines/licrf03e.html�
http://www.heritage.nf.ca/aboriginal/prehist.html�
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resemblance wish the Cierimans in Belaiam They are disease-ridden,
down-trodden, and mested g dogs, while for some insane resson the
governinent has forhidden the patlageh s i which centres their whaole
life; it is the esgenial teature at 411 martinges, deaths, and winter CET-
menial dances. There were abour six old men who we

* | found i dq}mm'-ng working with the survivon of a onee FIL IS e
Peaple and having my friends, the old Indians, lamenting the days that
have jrone, realising all the time oy that it was the white maq whis was




respeisible, The Bella Coafy Languag:
Indians speak a Chinaal limgua franc

nding gm .
by Lawe), taken pare iy, horse-play in the village,
belped old men with theis salmon aess, put drupk Indians 1o bed, taken
therr part against the miss i
white man's bible vas wrg

With the advantage of being on friendly terms with the people my
chief difficulties were the infernal lamgage, the decay of afl the Clistome,
and the trouble of Betting the people m tell me what | want to kncew,
rather than what they ehaughe T ought to want to know. This Last trou-
ble was & bruee as far as pedigrees were concerned, T fell derwn badly oy
that podne. T wout Iy o give yom any account of the material I collected,
[ had a mass of foll-lore theawn at me, and goe g good deal abour mar-
nage with its great complexities and elaborate 5
the wife's family to ensre 3 goed position for the children, death with
its complexities, winter ceremonia) dances which are not dances at al]
but dramatic representatinns of experiences of ancestors, shamanism, #he
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